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Dear Bob, 

A spurious libel suit is one filed not because there has been what the law r> fl n«» 
libel but to give the one sued a rough time or to give the one suing some free publicity. 
It can be very rough and the cost of getting it thrown out of court can be great, 

I agree the CIA -would never sue, not it3wlf,But they could get others to sue. 

Several days agp I heard from this lawyer about other things and I asked him about 
tfeLs. If I'd had tine to write in .ediately ny recollection would have been clearer. How- 
ever, it is clear on two points! to where he had read he saw no libel and to that point 
he also felt that in its present condition the manuscript is not likely to bepublished. 

Tills seems to give weight to your independent notion, cutting Aeocsra in. If he is as 
you say, and. I believe from reputation. that he is, it say be the best thing. H also frees 
you for other activity. 

I dont know about Andy, but I sure as hell do about Hinkle, not Himble. % is a 
practised and practising croak. I’d be disappointed if Andy's bally represents' more than 
Ids inability to avoid some excesses I However, in practise it is better for those writing 
in the same field not to read each other’s work. 


Turner is a professional plagiarist, '“e even regards it as proper. So, if I were 
you I’d get a little tight about getting the m 3 back and letting him know in no uncertain 
terms that he is not to use any of its contents. 

I have had my own experiences with Turner. A friend had the sane experiences, on a 
larger scale, with him and Hinkle together. Be careful! 

I have never met Acoca. However, one experience urges mo to caution you because it 
represents the kind of judgement he can make. 


.there was a time when a guy in California read my second book and wrfite and phoned 
to say ho had some material for me and he’d be willing for me to give it to u aiuison. I 
was unable to get out there, he wa3 unwilling to trust tha mail, so I phoned ^ick billings, 
then with LIFE. Dick sent Mike out there to pick the stuff up. Instead, from 'the account 
I got from tills man, who tamed out to be the victim, he went around playing Parry ^ason. 

■“e allegedly made and broke dates and in all the time he was there he never did what he was 
sent for, simply pick the stuff up. In a few days all holl brake around tile head of the 
man who got in touch wmth me. In the end he lost his job and his partner in the business 
of thi3 material got so scared he destroyed it. %ke, meanwhile, according to Billings, 
sent him nothing. Not even a report on whatever spooking he did. Then he got sent to the 
Paris office, where there was a bad fire and. all his notes wore destroyed. 


'•*-hi3 is not to in any way suggest that he is not competent and not honest. It is, 
rather, to suggest that you have a firm understanding in advance, so lie won't go off on 
his own. None of my business, merely a suggestion. lou know him; I dongt. 


Ifeen last I heard ho was in Spain and in touch with i’ensterwald, X don't know about 
^iat. Bud merely mentioned having heard foou liin, some tiling like that. I asked no questions. 
%orjing Bud’s present clients, I'd be surprised if it were not something about the CIA or 
amt. I have an idea that Bunt was engaged in domestic activities. Anything on that would 
interest. In fact, anything about him or the general subjects would, of course, interest 
and be appreciated. 


Thanks aoout the ax. n. ven^t heard from - r -ndy. I tried to phone him a week ago, when I 
saw something I • thought might interest. I»o answer. He didn^t give me hie address, And he 
did not send the extra machete. I’m about to go out and use the worn-out one and the worn— 
out ax. While I’fl tired from starting at ;> a.m., the report is for snow and I am taking 
this trash growth out below the surface of the ground. And on a liillside. 



